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Yushun Chen

I have recently decided to run for the 2014-2016 term of
the Sino-Eco President. From the epoch of the “Triple
Wu” and the first executive team to the 2012-2014
executive team, from the 1988 gathering at Davis, CA to
the 2013 gathering at Minneapolis, MN, and from the
International Symposium on Modern Ecology Series and

Yushun
ChenCourse Series to the International Young Ecologist Forum
Advanced
Ecology
and other related activities, Sino-Eco has offered many opportunities to
promote ecology communications, to seek international collaborations, to train
young professionals, and to enhance personal friendships oversea and between
overseas and China. I have been proud to work under two Sino-Eco presidents
Drs. Jim Tang and Adam Wei as Conference Coordinator and Vice-President,
respectively, to promote these activities and initiatives in the past four years.

If elected, I will continue promoting Sino-Eco as its mission stated: “To
promote the exchange of ideas, knowledge, and scientific development in
Ecology and related sciences among Chinese ecologists overseas as well as
between ecologists overseas and those in China.”

Specifically, I will pursue the following:
1. Promote more scientific communications among oversea Chinese
ecologists and with ecologists in China by sponsoring international and
regional conferences, workshops, symposiums, and related activities. Sino-Eco
will continue to organize the Modern Ecology Series, International Young
Ecologist Forum, and other special symposia and workshops.
2. Recruit more new members through the Sino-Eco annual gatherings by
following the past four years‟ experience. In the past four years, we had the
largest numbers of attendance of annual gatherings. Sino-Eco will recruit more
members during future annual gatherings by connecting both existing members
and potential new members.
3. Provide better member service, especially for young ecologists. Sino-Eco
will further increase the capacity of its website for providing better member
service by updating news, positions, members‟ achievements, and publications.
Sino-Eco will continue organizing Best Student Paper Awards to encourage
great ecological research by young ecologists in both overseas and in China.

With your great support and trust, we can make the Sino-Eco family more
wonderful together!
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Farewell message from the outgoing president
Dear Sino-Eco members and friends,
Time flies. My term (2012-2014) as the President of Sino-Eco has
passed. Over the past two years, our Sino-Eco team has worked hard
on various activities. For examples, we organized the 4th (Guangzhou)
and 5th (Kaifeng) Young Ecologist Forums, and participated in
organizing the 7th international Symposium on Modern Ecology in
Guangzhou (led by Dr. Jianguo Wu and Dr. Shenglei Fu). We also
worked with Urban Environment, Chinese Academy of Sciences
(Xiamen) to successfully organize Urban Ecology Forum. There are other important meetings (e.g.,
our traditional annual gathering at the ESA meeting) run either by our Sino-Eco team or Sino-Eco
members. Those meetings have provided important opportunities to many young Chinese researchers
and graduate students.
In addition to organizing meetings, we have conducted other important tasks. For examples, we have
successfully organized a competition for the 2012 SINO-ECO Best Student Paper Award (led by
Yushun Chen). With my recommendation, our 9 Sino-Eco members are recruited as editorial members
for a Chinese Ecological Journal ("shengtaixuebao", 生 态 学 报 ). We have initiated constructive
discussion with Ecological Society of China (ESC, currently led by President Shirong Liu) on future
collaboration between Sino-Eco and ESC). Our members continue to publish various books and papers
jointly with ecologists in China, which greatly helped China develop ecological science and sustainable
resources management.
Without the hard work of the Executive Committee and Advisory Board, we will not be able to
accomplish our intended objectives. Here, I‟d like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all
Committee members and other Sino-Eco members for their dedications and contributions.
Now it is time for me to pass the torch to our new Sino-Eco president, Dr. Yushun Chen. I am
confident that he and his team will move our organization to a new level in the new term (2014-2016).

My best wishes!

President of Sino-Ecologists Association Overseas (2012-2014)

Xiaohua Wei
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LETTER FROM THE NEW PRESIDENT
Dear Sino-Eco members and friends,
I deeply appreciate the honor to serve as the SINO-ECO president for the 2014-2016 term. With the
great achievements from the SINO-ECO early pioneers and past presidents, I did feel some stress and
challenge to lead SINO-ECO to the next newer stage. However, as you can see, we just organized a
strong executive committee for 2014-2016 with a large diversity of members based on geographical
location, service experience, and professional research interests. Moreover, we also had a strong
advisory board, which is comprised of those pioneer and past president representatives. So, I am
confident that we will move SINO-ECO to a more wonderful stage.
In the coming two years, we will focus on the following tasks that I have presented before. First, SINOECO will continue playing a big role in partnering with other organizations/institutions by sponsoring
international and regional conferences, workshops, and symposia, especially the Modern Ecology
Series and International Young Ecologist Forum, and others. Second, recruit more new members and
promote SINO-ECO through annual gatherings. For instance, this year (2014), we are organizing the
27th anniversary for SINO-ECO gathering, which will be jointly hosted by Ecological Society of
America Asian Ecology Section and SINO-ECO in Sacramento, California. Third, we will provide
diverse member service such as improving website communication and email group message sharing,
the Best Student Paper Awards, and others.
To better serve you, I welcome any comments, suggestions, or questions in the coming two years.

Sincerely,

Yushun Chen (陈宇顺), Ph.D.
President of Sino-Ecologists Association Overseas (2014-2016)
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MEET THE NEW
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Professional Title: Assistant Professor, Principal
Investigator of Environment Quality and WatershedEcosystem Health Laboratory, Aquaculture and
Fisheries Center, University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff, USA.
Research Interests: aquatic ecology, water quality,
eutrophication, and terrestrial-aquatic links
Tel: 1-870-575-8136
Email:watershedchen@gmail.com, cheny@uapb.edu
Dr. Yushun Chen
President

Address: 1200 North University Dr., Aquaculture and
Fisheries Center, University of Arkansas, Pine Bluff,
AR 71601, USA
Website:http://aqfi.uaex.edu/people/faculty/ychen

Professional Title: Research Scientist, Chinese
Academy of Inspection and Quarantine
Research Interests: biodiversity, environmental
assessment, and risk analysis
Tel: 86-18210388712
Email: panadin@hotmail.com
Dr. Xubin Pan

Address: Huixinli 241, Beijing 100029, China

Vice President
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INSIDE SINO-ECO

Professional
Title:
Assistant
Professor,
Department of Biology, University of Hartford
Research Interests: invasive species, effects of
urbanization and land use on water quality,
biodiversity and distribution of aquatic plants
Tel: 1-860-768-4367
Email: zhu@hartford.edu
Dr. Bin Zhu

Address: 160A Biology/Chemistry Building,
200 Bloomfield Ave., West Hartford, CT 06117

Conference & Event Coordinator

Professional Title: Research Fellow, School of Forestry
and Wildlife Sciences, Auburn University
Research Interests: ecosystem modeling of global
changes in climate, land use/land cover, and
atmospheric chemistry
Tel: 1-334-844-1003
Email: renwei1@auburn.edu
Dr. Wei Ren
Secretary & Treasurer

Address: 4437 SFWS Building, 602 Duncan Dr.,
Auburn, AL 36849, USA
Website:
https://fp.auburn.edu/sfws/esra/people/weiren.htm
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Professional Title: PhD student, Odum School
of Ecology, University of Georgia
Research Interests: scaling issues in ecology,
ecosystem ecology, global biogeochemical cycles
Tel: 1-706-542-3229
Email: chaosong@uga.edu
Address: 164 Ecology, 140 East Green St.,
Athens, GA 30602, USA

Mr. Chao Song
Newsletter Coordinator

Professional Title: Professor, Head of Research
Group of Forest Ecology and Modeling, South China
Botanical Garden of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences
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dendrochronology, tree growth modeling, wood
anatomy, wood quality, species competition and
climate change
Tel: 86-20-37264225
Dr. Jianguo Huang
China Liaison & Newsletter Editor

Email: jianguo.huang@ualberta.ca
Address: 723 Xingke Rd, Tianhe District, Guangzhou
510650, China
Website:
http://sourcedb.scib.cas.cn/zw/rck/201403/t20140321
_4065414.html
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Professional Title: Postdoctoral Fellow, Earth
Sciences Division, Lawrence Berkeley national
Laboratory
Research Interests: ecosystem ecology, global change
ecology, biogeochemistry
Tel: 1-831-331-3627
Email: biaozhu@lbl.gov
Dr. Biao Zhu

Address: 1 Cyclotron Road, MS 84-171, Berkeley, CA
94720, USA

China Liaison & Newsletter Editor
Website: http://esd.lbl.gov/about/staff/biaozhu/

Professional Title: Postdoctoral Research Fellow,
Department of Plant Pathology, University of
Minnesota
Research Interests: fungal ecology,
community structures and functions

microbial

Tel: 1-612-624-3476
Email: songx208@umn.edu, songzewei@gmail.com
Dr. Zewei Song

Address: 108 Christensen Lab, 1515 Gortner Ave., St
Paul, MN 55108, USA

Communication Coordinator
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Professional Title: Professor, Department of
Earth and Environmental Sciences, University
of British Columbia
Research Interests: forest ecological and
hydrological processes, watershed ecosystem
analysis and modeling
Tel: 1-250-807-8750
Email: adam.wei@ubc.ca
Dr. Adam (Xiaohua) Wei
Past President (Advising)

Address: 3333 University Way, Kelowna,
British Columbia, Canada V1V 1V7
Website: https://people.ok.ubc.ca/adamwei/

Executive Committee (2014-2016)
Dr. Yushun Chen, President
(Overview of all association related activities and events)
Dr. Xubin Pan, Vice President
(In charge of email group, assisting the President in connecting China and popular science)
Dr. Bin Zhu, Conference and Event Coordinator
(In charge of Sino-Eco annual gatherings and awards)
Dr. Wei Ren, Secretary and Treasurer
(In charge of finance, assisting the President in association activities and events)
Mr. Chao Song, Newsletter Coordinator
(In charge of newsletter, coordinating with other newsletter editors)
Dr. Jianguo Huang, China Liaison and Newsletter Editor
(Assisting the President in connecting China and newsletter editing)
Dr. Biao Zhu, China Liaison and Newsletter Editor
(Assisting the President in connecting China and newsletter editing)
Dr. Zewei Song, Communication Coordinator
(In charge of website updates and assisting annual gathering)
Dr. Adam Wei, Past President
(Advising)
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Advisory Board (2014-2016)
Dr. Jiquan Chen
Dr. Yushun Chen
Dr. Ben (Binghe) Gu
Dr. Charlie (Changzhi) Huang
Dr. Yiqi Luo
Dr. Shili Miao
Dr. Changhui Peng
Dr. Ge Sun
Dr. Jim Tang
Dr. Adam (Xiaohua) Wei
Dr. Jingle (Jianguo) Wu

Photos from Gonsamo et al. 2013 Scientific Reports 3: 2239 doi:10.1038/srep02239
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Sino-Eco Conferences in 2013-2014
The First Mississippi-Yangtze (Changjiang) River Basins Symposium
By Yushun Chen
On September 11, 2013, SINO-ECO Vice President, American Fisheries Society (AFS) Water Quality
Section President-Elect, and Assistant Professor at Aquaculture and Fisheries Center, University of
Arkansas-Pine Bluff Dr. Yushun Chen and colleagues from both the Mississippi and Yangtze
(Changjiang) River Basins organized the first international joint symposium on fishery resources and
environment in the two basins, during the 143rd American Fisheries Society (AFS) Annual Meeting in
Little Rock, Arkansas, USA (Figure 1). A total of 27 Chinese delegates from 8 institutions and
universities attended the meeting. The United Sates was represented by 12 institutions and universities.
The symposium covered a full day and included 18 paired oral presentations and 22 poster
presentations. It was the biggest symposium on aquatic sciences and environment between the United
States and China, and between North American and Asian scientists, based on the number and diversity
of attended institutions and universities from both basins. These presentations covered (1) an overall
comparative analysis (e.g., geology, land use, hydrology) of the two basins; (2) fisheries (commercial,
recreational, and subsistence) and shellfisheries (mollusks and crustaceans); (3) endangered and
invasive species (e.g., paddlefish, sturgeon, carps); (4) climate change, land use change, and
hydraulic/hydrologic modification impacts on aquatic ecosystems; (5) floodplains; and (6) river and
watershed restorations in upper, middle, and lower sub-basins of each river, respectively (Chen, 2013).
After the oral presentations, a total of 29 delegates representing the two basins joined in a panel
discussion (Figure 2).

Figure 1 Symposium co-organizers Drs. Yushun Chen
(left) and John Jackson (right) presented introductory
remarks before the oral session. Credit: Tiaoyi Xiao

Figure 2 Symposium co-organizers Daqing Chen, Jack Killgore, John
Jackson, Duane Chapman, and Zhongjie Li, and Yushun Chen along with 23
other colleagues attended the panel discussion of symposium interests,
benefits, and future plans (Chen, 2013). Credit: Tanglin Zhang

As part of the conference, colleagues in the Mississippi Basin organized two field trips for the Chinese
delegates: (1) the Mississippi River Delta agriculture conservation and stream restoration projects and
(2) habitat restoration and navigation projects on the Mississippi River main channel, respectively
(Chen, 2013). The panel decided the second Mississippi-Yangtze Symposium will be held in 2015 in
Wuhan, China.

10

Sino-Eco
Newsletter
Volume 27, Issue 2
Sino-Eco Conferences in 2013-2014
The 5th International Forum for Young Ecologists held in Kaifeng,
China
By Mingfang Zhang
The 5th International Forum for Young Ecologists, organized by Ecological Society of China and
Sino-Ecologists Association Overseas and hosted by Henan University, was successfully held on
May 18-20, 2014 in Kaifeng, China. The theme for the forum this year was ‘How to design and
conduct ecological research.’ The conference program included a pre-conference workshop on
academic writing, Keynote Lectures from leading ecologists from around the world and
presentations from young Chinese scholars and students. More than 100 scholars and students
attended this forum.

Sino-Eco members and friends Drs Richard J. Norby, Yiqi Luo, Jiquan Chen, Jeffrey Dukes, Shuijin
Hu, Aimée T. Classen, Jianwu Tang, Xiaohua Wei, Han Chen, Xulin Guo, Ülo Niinemets, Lingli Liu,
and Shuli Niu delivered keynote lectures, covering topics on ecological experiment designs,
synthesis and data analysis, and skills of communication and presentation. With the help of their
assigned forum mentors, 28 young Chinese scholars and students gave oral presentations in
English. Zhenjia Gu, Liting Liu and Yuntin Fang were awarded the ‘YangHanxi Rising Ecologist
Award’ and 19 presenters were awarded the ‘Yang Hanxi Career Enhancement Award.’
This forum was found to be very useful by many students and young scholars. They realized the
importance of literature review and understood the necessity of raising scientific questions
before starting experiments.
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The 5th International Forum for Young Ecologists

Keynote Lecturers and Key Messages Delivered

Dr. Richard J. Norby
Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Dr. Richard J. Norby gave a keynote lecture on „How to start
a big experiment.‟ He shared his experience in FACE
experiment design in Amazon. He encouraged the
engagement of the science community early and emphasized
the importance of spatial-scale in experiment designs.

Dr. Jeffrey Dukes
Department of Biological
Sciences, Purdue University
Dr. Jeffrey Dukes gave a keynote lecture on „How we do
ecology in North America.‟ He introduced the campus &
research life in North America. He believed successful
research needs finding research gaps with more reading,
meeting more people, and more critical thinking.

Dr. Shuijin Hu
Department of Plant Pathology,
North Carolina State University

Dr. Shuijin Hu gave a keynote lecture on „Experimental
assessment of elevated CO2 effects on terrestrial ecosystem
N cycling.‟ He is trying to understand if usage of N can be
increased by elevated CO2, which in turn increase soil C. He
believed the development of theories relying on small
experiments.

Dr. Yiqi Luo
Department of Microbiology &
Plant Biology, University of
Oklahoma

Dr. Yiqi Luo gave a keynote lecture on „Ecosystem
responses and feedback to climate change.‟ He emphasized
the importance of finding a scientific question prior to the
start of experiments and also suggested the integration of
multiple approaches.

Dr. Jiquan Chen
University of Toledo
Dr. Jiquan Chen gave a keynote lecture on „Beyond
conventional ecology- people & Society in a changing
world.‟ He highlighted the importance of incorporating
human society into conventional ecology. He demonstrated
his multi-systems perspective in ecological research with his
research in Mongolian Plateau as an example.

Dr. Xiaohua Wei
Okanagan Campus,
University of British
Columbia
Dr. Xiaohu Wei gave a keynote lecture on „Research design
and presentation.‟ He shared his experience in research
design and skills for presentation. He pointed out one must
understand the difference between replication and pseudoreplication in research designs.
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Keynote Lecturers and Key Messages Delivered

Dr. Jianwu Tang
The Ecosystems Center,
Marine Biological Laboratory

Dr. Jianwu Tang gave a keynote lecture on „Phenology,
succession, and terrestrial carbon fluxes.‟ He shared his new
findings in the understanding of carbon cycle. He believed
innovations in experimental tools and experiment designs
along with new scientific questions are critical for ecological
research.

Dr. Xulin Guo
College of Arts & Science
University of Saskatchewan
Dr. Xulin Guo gave a keynote lecture on „Ecology and
remote sensing.‟ Dr. Guo demonstrated ecological research
by use of remote sensing. She also pointed out challenges
facing RS in ecology, for example, identification of suitable
spatial scale for ecological studies.

Dr. Lingli Liu
Institute of Botany
Chinese Academy of Sciences
Dr. Lingli Liu gave a keynote lecture on „Case studies of
experimental design in ecological research.‟ She shared her
research experience in both the U.S. and China. She
explained her previous and on-going experiment designs in
detail, providing students with practical research skills.

Dr. Han Chen
Lakehead University

Dr. Han Chen gave a keynote lecture on „Boreal forests and
climate change.‟ He showed his research on long-term
changes in biological diversity, structure, productivity, and
nutrient of boreal forests, Canada. His research provided
useful scientific information for the management of
ecosystems in a changing environment.

Dr. Aimée T. Classen
The University of Copenhagen
The University of Tennessee
Dr. Aimée T. Classen gave a keynote lecture on „From
microbes to mountains-understanding ecosystems in a global
change context.‟ She showed her recent findings on how
abiotic and biotic factors interact to shape ecosystem
structure and function. She also gave useful advice for young
scientists to conduct research.

Dr. Shuli Niu
Institute of Geographic Sciences
and Natural Resources Research,
Chinese Academy of Sciences
Dr. Shuli Niu gave a keynote lecture on „Data mining to
uncover ecosystem mechanisms in the era of big data.‟ She
shared her research experience in both the U.S. and China.
She believed data collected by Chinese Ecosystem Research
Network can be explored by data mining in future studies to
provide more meaningful information.
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Sino-Eco Conference in 2014

The 2nd International Forum on Landscape
Sustainability Science in Beijing Normal
University, Beijing, China

Landscape sustainability refers to the capacity of a landscape to consistently provide long-term,
landscape-specific ecosystem services essential for maintaining and improving human well-being.
Landscape sustainability science (LSS) is a place-based, use-inspired science of understanding and
improving the dynamic relationship between ecosystem services and human well-being in changing
landscapes under uncertainties arising from internal feedbacks and external disturbances (e.g., climate
change and land use change). LSS also emphasizes significant between-landscape interactions and
hierarchical linkages to both finer and broader scales. LSS builds on and advances our understanding of
the patterns and processes of coupled human-environment systems.
The goal of this LSS forum series is to promote the theoretical development and its place-based
applications, with a focus on the dry lands of China and elsewhere in the world. Key topics include
sustainability, resilience, vulnerability, ecosystem services, land system design and modeling, and
human well-being. LSS Forum Series is intended to be an important platform to promote sustainability
science in China and beyond. As one of the LSS forum series, the 2nd International Forum on
Landscape Sustainability Science organized by Sino-Eco senior member Dr. Jianguo (Jingle) Wu, who
is one of the pioneer scientists in landscape sustainability science, was successfully held on May 28-30,
2014 in Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China. More than 100 scholars and students from both
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China and overseas attended this forum. For more details, please refer to the link below:
http://chess.bnu.edu.cn/FLSS/02/en/photos.html

Dr. Jianguo (Jingle) Wu

In the meeting
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Dr. Jianguo Huang and His Research Group of Forest
Ecology & Modeling

Dr. Jianguo Huang

Team members：

Professor (PI, 100 Talents Program)

蒋新宇
王晓玲
曹宗英
张邵康
郭霞丽
罗大为

Head for Research Group of Forest
Ecology & Modeling,
South China Botanical Garden,
Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Guangzhou, China

助理研究员
助理研究员
研究助理
在读博士
在读硕士
在读硕士

研究方向：
1. 用树木解剖学的方法探索树木初
级生长和次级生长之间的协调关
系及其生理机制。
2. 用树木年轮学和森林生态学的方
法来调研森林生态系统生态过程
（如竞争和干扰）和树木生长对
环境变化（如气候变暖和氮沉
降）的响应。
3. 通过数学建模来评估和预测未来
树木的生长、森林组分、群落和
结构的潜在变化及森林生产力和
碳平衡。
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Dr. Mingfang Zhang landed a position in UESTC,
Chengdu, China
Dr. Mingfang Zhang graduated from University of British
Columbia (Okanagan) (Ph.D. in Environmental Science)
in May 2013 and now an associate professor at School of
Resources and Environment, University of Electronic
Science and Technology of China. Her research focuses
on impacts of forest disturbances on hydrology in large
watersheds.
Contact information: mingfangzhang@uestc.edu.cn
+8618782422299

A new ecological methods book published by HEP
By Yushun Chen

A new ecological methods book, entitled “Ecological Methods for Terrestrial Ecosystems”, was
published by the Higher Education Press in January 2014. This book was edited by senior SINO-ECO
member, former SINO-ECO president, and former ESA Asian Section Chair, AAAS Fellow and
Ecology Professor at the University of Toledo Dr. Jiquan Chen and a colleague (Dr. Shuying Yang) in
China.
There were 33 and 22 ecologists from China
and overseas, respectively, who joined the
editorial team and made contributions to the
book. This book is the most recent and
comprehensive book on ecological methods
with a total of 13 chapters. It covers major
ecological methods for terrestrial ecosystems.
It also includes one chapter in wetland
ecosystems and one chapter in freshwater
ecosystems. This book will be a great
reference for students and professionals in a
large variety of ecological fields.
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